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City of Playford 
Policy Review Committee Meeting 

 

AGENDA 
MONDAY, 3 APRIL 2023 AT 6:00PM 

 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
 

We would like to acknowledge that this land we meet on today is the traditional land of the 
Kaurna people, and that we respect their spiritual relationship with their country. The City of 
Playford would also like to pay respects to Elders past, present and emerging.  

1 ATTENDANCE RECORD 
 

1.1 Present 

1.2 Apologies  

Clint Marsh 

1.3 Not Present  

2 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Minutes of the Policy Review Committee Meeting held 7 March 2023 be confirmed as a 
true and accurate record of proceedings.  
 

3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 

4 DEPUTATION / REPRESENTATIONS 
 

Nil  

5 STAFF REPORTS 

Matters to be considered by the Committee and referred to Council 

Matters which cannot be delegated to a Committee or Staff 

5.1 Rating Policy and Procedure and Rate Rebate Policy and Procuredure 
(Attachments) ............................................................................................................. 5  

6 INFORMAL DISCUSSION 
 

Nil  

7 INFORMAL ACTIONS 

 

8 CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS  
 

Nil  

9 CLOSURE 
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STAFF REPORTS 

MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED 
BY THE COMMITTEE AND 
REFERRED TO COUNCIL 

Matters which cannot be 
delegated to a Committee or Staff 
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5.1 RATING POLICY AND PROCEDURE AND RATE REBATE POLICY AND 
PROCUREDURE 

 
Responsible Executive Manager : Dale Welsh 
 
Report Author : Natalie Caon 
 
Delegated Authority : Matters which cannot be delegated to a Committee or Staff 
 
Attachments : 1⇩.  Proposed Rating Policy 

2⇩.  Proposed Rating Procedure 
3⇩.  Proposed Rate Rebate Policy 

4⇩.  Proposed Rate Rebate Procedure 
5⇩.  Track Changes - Rating Policy 

6⇩.  Track Changes - Rating Procedure 
7⇩.  Track Changes - Rate Rebate Policy 

8⇩.  Track Changes - Rate Rebate Procedure 
  

 
PURPOSE 
 
For Council to endorse the proposed Rating Policy (Attachment 1), the Rating Procedure 
(Attachment 2), the Rate Rebate Policy (Attachment 3) and the Rate Rebate Procedure 
(Attachment 4). 
 
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Council endorse the proposed Rating Policy (Attachment 1), the Rating Procedure 
(Attachment 2), the Rate Rebate Policy (Attachment 3) and the Rate Rebate Procedure 
(Attachment 4) to be incorporated in the public consultation process for the Draft 2023/24 
Annual Business Plan and Long Term Financial Plan in line with Council’s Engagement 
Policy and Procedure.   
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

The Rating Policy and Procedure and the Rate Rebate Policy and Procedure have been 
subject to a scheduled review. Amendments have been minor and include an update to the 
due dates for rates and updates to key terminology.  

In accordance with Section 123(d) of the Local Government Act 1999, the Annual Business 
Plan must set out the rates structure and policies for the financial year. To achieve this the 
Rating Policy and Procedure and Rate Rebate Policy and Procedure are planned to be 
placed on public consultation with the Draft 2023/24 Annual Business Plan. 
 
 

1. BACKGROUND 

In South Australia, council rates are a form of property tax levied by local government, as the 
primary source of funding for the many mandatory and discretionary services provided by 
councils. Rates are administered by each council in line with the Local Government Act 1999 
(the Act) which allows some flexibility for each council to make decisions to suit its local 
community.  

The Rating Policy and Procedure outlines Council’s process for setting and collecting rates 
from its community.  

The Rate Rebate Policy ensures that all applications for rate rebates are considered in an 
equal and fair manner in line with the provisions set out under the Act.   
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The Rating Policy and Procedure and the Rate Rebate Policy and Procedure are reviewed 
annually to ensure ongoing legislative compliance is maintained each financial year.  

 
2. RELEVANCE TO STRATEGIC PLAN  
 
Community Theme 5: Using money wisely 
 
The Rating Policy and Procedure and the Rate Rebate Policy and Procedure articulate the 
City of Playford’s strategies to effectively set and collect rates from its community and ensure 
we are effectively able to deliver on the services to our community to meet the objectives of 
the Strategic Plan. 
 
 
3. PUBLIC CONSULTATION  
 
In accordance with Section 123(3) and (4) councils must consult on the Draft Annual 
Business Plan, which includes the Rating Policy and Procedure and Rate Rebate Policy and 
Procedure.  

Following consultation and once the final Rating Policy and Procedure and the Rate Rebate 
Policy and Procedure are endorsed by Council, the updated Policies and Procedures will be 
made available on Council’s website. 
 
 
4. DISCUSSION 
 
4.1 The proposed Rating Policy and Procedure include changes to reflect current 

terminology, the due dates for rates other minor grammatical improvements.  

4.2 The proposed Rate Rebate Policy and Procedure include changes that are grammatical 
in nature.  

4.3 The proposed Rating Policy and Procedure are included at Attachment 1 and 2. The 
track changed versions are included as Attachments 5 & 6. 

4.4  The proposed Rate Rebate Policy and Procedure are included at Attachment 3 and 4.  V 
The track changed versions are included as Attachments 7 & 8. 

 
 
5. OPTIONS 
 
Recommendation 
 
Council endorse the proposed Rating Policy (Attachment 1), the Rating Procedure 
(Attachment 2), the Rate Rebate Policy (Attachment 3) and the Rate Rebate Procedure 
(Attachment 4) to be incorporated in the public consultation process for the Draft 2023/24 
Annual Business Plan and Long Term Financial Plan in line with Council’s Engagement 
Policy and Procedure.   
  
OPTION 2 
 
Council endorse the proposed Rating Policy (Attachment 1), the Rating Procedure 
(Attachment 2), the Rate Rebate Policy (Attachment 3) and the Rate Rebate Procedure 
(Attachment 4) to be incorporated in the public consultation process for the Draft 2023/24 
Annual Business Plan and Long Term Financial Plan in line with Council’s Engagement 
Policy and Procedure subject to the following amendments:  

• ________________________ 

• ________________________ 

• ________________________ 
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6. ANALYSIS OF OPTIONS  

6.1 Recommendation Analysis 

6.1.1 Analysis & Implications of the Recommendation 

The recommendation to endorse the proposed Rating Policy and Procedure and the Rate 
Rebate Policy and Procedure ensures the documentation is compliant with legislative 
obligations and enables consultation as part of the Draft 2023/24 Annual Business Plan and 
Long Term Financial Plan. 
 
Risk Appetite 
 
Financial Sustainability  
 
Council has a low appetite for short-term financial risk that adversely impacts on the delivery 
of the long term financial plan and the Council’s overall stability and sustainability.    
 
This decision will ensure the updated Policies and Procedures are compliant with legislative 
requirements and that rates can be collected to fund Councils services.  
 
 
6.1.2 Financial Implications 

There are no additional financial implications resulting from the minor changes made to the 
updated Policies and Procedures.   
 
 
6.2 Option 2 Analysis 

6.2.1 Analysis & Implications of Option 2 

Option 2 facilitates the endorsement of the Rating Policy and Procedure and Rate Rebate 
Policy and Procedure subject to any amendments. Any amendments made to the policy and 
procedure must be compliant with legislative requirements.  
 
6.2.2 Financial Implications 

Any financial implications associated with the endorsement of the proposed Rating Policy 
and Procedure and Rate Rebate Policy and Procedure with amendment, will be dependent 
on the amendments made. 
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